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TWO FORMER SUPPLI ERS OF DI SPLAY MATERIALS TO PH LI P MORRI S
AND THEI R SALESWOVAN | NDI CTED I N BI D Rl G3 NG CONSPI RACY

WASHI NGTON, D.C. -- A New York City federal grand jury
returned an indictnent today agai nst a New York sal eswonan and
two conpani es she represented for bid rigging in connection with
the supply of advertising display naterials to Philip Mrris
Inc., said the Departnment of Justice.

To date, the Departnent’'s ongoing antitrust investigation
into bid rigging, conmercial bribery and tax-related offenses in
the display industry, has resulted in the prosecution of 11
i ndi vi dual s and four corporations.

The indictrment, filed in U S. District Court in New York
City, charged Amy Wni koff of New York Cty, Wnko New Jersey
Inc., and Republic Container Corporation with participating in a
bi d-rigging conspiracy fromas early as COctober 1987 and
continuing until at least July 1991 involving contracts awarded
by Philip Morris Inc. in New York Gty for the supply of display
mat erials used to advertise and pronpte products in retail
st ores.

According to the indictnment, Wnko New Jersey Inc.,
originally known as Republic Container Corporation, sold display
materials to Philip Morris through Wnikoff, its sal eswoman.

Anot her conpany, renamed as Republic Container in January 1991,



continued those sales wiwth Wni koff remaining as the sal esworman
on the account.

The indictnment charges that the defendants and others rigged
the bids that Philip Mrris received for contracts for display
materi al s and made substantial paynents of noney to purchasing
agents at Philip Mrris for their assistance in controlling the
conpany's program for seeking conpetitive bids for the contracts.

Anne K. Bi ngaman, Assistant Attorney Ceneral in charge of
the Justice Departnment's Antitrust Division, said, "This
i ndi ctment represents a
continuation of the Division's efforts to clean up
anticonpetitive activity in the display materials business."”

Last week, a federal grand jury returned an indictnent
agai nst New York executive Dani Siegel, another fornmer supplier
to Philip Mrris, and two of his New York conpanies, Visart
Mounting & Finishing Corp. and Genetra Affiliates Inc.

Bi ngaman noted that Wni koff and the two conpani es indicted
t oday supplied displays made of corrugated material and said that
the only other suppliers of corrugated displays to Philip Mrris
between the m d-1980s and | ate 1991, Southern Contai ner Corp. and
Manuf acturers Corrugated Box Co. Inc., and a sal esman for
Sout hern, had al ready been prosecut ed.

Wnko has its principal place of business in Engl ewood
Ciffs, New Jersey. Republic has its principal place of business
in Jersey City, New Jersey.

The Departnent's investigation is being handl ed by the

Antitrust Division's New York Field Ofice with the assi stance of



the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Internal Revenue
Servi ce.

The maxi mum penalty for an individual convicted of a
viol ation of the Sherman Act commtted after Novenber 16, 1990,
is three years in prison and a fine not to exceed the greatest of
$350, 000, twice the pecuniary gain the individual derived from
the crime or twice the pecuniary |oss caused to the victins of
the crine.

The maxi mum penalty for a corporation convicted of a
viol ation of the Sherman Act commtted after Novenber 16, 1990,
is a fine not to exceed the greatest of $10 mllion, twi ce the
pecuniary gain the corporation derived fromthe crinme or twce
the pecuniary | oss caused to the victins of the crine.
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